Replicating helminth parasites of man.
Most helminth parasites of man are unable to replicate within the human host. Thus, the worm burden of an infected person (on which the pathology largely depends - see Box 1) is a function of the number of infective forms to which the person is exposed. But for some species of helminths, the ability to replicate in man has a marked effect on the course and duration of infection, and for the pathogenesis of disease. In this review, David Grove discusses the mechanisms by which such replication may occur, and considers how this ability affects our approach to therapy and control.